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Cultural contexts may differ, but harmony
is always the eternal pursuit of human
society and the entire world. Music pos-
sesses a natural harmonizing force, serv-
ing as a bridge and bond for mutual com-
munication between individuals’ hearts,
transcending language and geography,
creating a harmonious connection
between each other. The Chorus of the
MNational Center for the Performing Arts
(NCPA) debuted its independent music
season themed "Voice of Harmony,” which
is not only the most genuine pursuit of the
harmony of choral art but also the purest
interpretation of the harmony and reso-
nance between diverse cultures.

Harmony is a broad philosophical contemn-
plation involving harmony and coopera-
tion in relationships between person and
person, individuals and society, and
people and nature. Simultaneously, it takes
a dialectical view of the "harmony in diver-
sity” in expressing individuality. It is the
essence of Chinese culture and the
wisdom passed down by our ancestors.
Perhaps music art is the most appropriate
and tangible interpretation of “harmony,”
not only because the original meaning of
harmony is the resonance of sounds but
also because artists, in creation and per-
formance, perfectly grasp the relationship
between commonality and individuality.
Therefore, whether it is Puccini’ s astonish-
ing fusion of Chinese melodies and West-
ern opera in Turandot or the majestic and
powerful collaboration in Xian Xinghai' s
Yellow River Cantata, we can always
appreciate the beauty of harmony and
unity in great works. When we observe
the cultural connotations behind music
and art from a broader perspective, “har-
mony” reflects the essence of mutual
respect and shared prosperity among
different cultures. As the famous sociolo-
gist Mr. Fei Xiaotong once said, “Each has
its beauty, and the beauty of one enhanc-
es the beauty of others; with mutual
beauty, the world becomes harmonious.”
These words are a sincere expectation for
the harmonious integration of various cul-
tures and the mutual exchange of human
civilizations, emphasizing the contempo-
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rary significance of the way of harmony.

The NCPA Chorus is a creator of harmoni-
ous sounds and a practitioner of cultural
dissemination and exchange. Over the
past fifteen years, they have been rooted
in choral art, consistently presenting beau-
tiful voices from around the world on
stage with full enthusiasm, a professional
attitude, and an unwavering spirit of inno-
vation. They have brought to the audience
splendid, serene, and unforgettable artistic
experiences, earnestly interpreting the
charm of choral music and the beauty of
art. They ardently pursue the harmony of
sound, the resonance of souls, and the
cultural connection. As the theme of the
NCPA Chorus’ s first independent music
season, “Voice of Harmony” reflects the
origin of choral art. It is a refined summary
of 15 years of accumulation and a firm
declaration of continued progress. We
believe the audience can feel their heart-
felt response to the original intention of
art and artists’ mission and responsibility
in the multiculturalism era.

“Various colors shine in mutual reflection,
becoming more prominent in their con-
trast. Different sounds harmonize, achiev-
ing balance and harmony in their sympho-
ny.” The NCPA is a convergence point for
outstanding artistic works from China and
worldwide, where inheritance and innova-
tion come together. They jointly write har-
monious chapters of resonance and cul-
tural exchange between different cultures.
Especially under the grand vision of build-
ing a community with shared future for
humanity, the theater and its artists’ belief
and commitment lie in art as a bridge,
promoting harmony and coexistence. As
the People’ s Republic of China celebrates
its 75th anniversary in 2024, at such a mo-
mentous occasion, we believe China' s
inclusive, cooperative, and mutually bene-
ficial voice will become even more distinct
and resounding.

We wish the 2024 NCPA Chorus Music
Season a great success! May the “Voice of
Harmony” in our hearts resonate through-
out every corner of the world!

03



02

06

12

22

26

34

40

52

60

64

86

B
ADDRESS

REZR

SEASON
OVERVIEW

:z]a:A
|=FAEY =Y
CONCERT

E#gEE

CHINESE CHARM
AND SPLENDOR

55 FE
SHARED BRILLIANCE
OF MUSIC

PO iR
MUSIC FROM ACROSS
THE WORLD

IRIATRAS
REFRESHING
NEW VOICE

e
OPERA

&S
SYMPHONIC
CHORUS

Wim
TOUR

SHRERE
ERARIB A8
R+ BRI

TIME LEAVES ITS ECHO
CHINA NCPA CHORUS
15 ANNIVERSARY
SPECIAL SECTION

RSN = il
CHINA NCPA CHORUS



RELR

OVERVIEW OF
2024 SEASON

120245 R %,
ERrERINARB—RE TR,

TERER KB & B T+ HFLIRE
BMEIRE, R HELEIEELES B RRE. 8
EHENBREFIRIEANIER, KIS SEHFIIE—
MRS IBEIRED 5 A SR, X—ER—17
W, ERREMENAEART2E
FE, BLEARBIRRISITS SRS
BERNNVZAES, PHEHFEAELIERER
5%,

BN T RARBRAFNR AL
REIE, REAEAE FEPRITER: O
FEAER], BTN, LAIEHN A S RE T EEREY
ek, BESEE, XRABAEZFE, hER
(TGER R & R L. L, “FIE 2 R 15
RINEEERARIREIEE 2024 FENERZ
I, BEEEEERE. BB 32REEEEMNE
A, BEESIEZANEY SRS, (23
AR GBS,

BRaSRRD, REFRIEEMMAE, 3R]
HEH T ERFE. SREE SRR ARS
PRTIER, BABEEE" R EE T
20 RHBRESHINEP T ERETE KT
|, BFETEREMRANPES RHRERN
FFRESCRTHEL e R EE TR 5L BTE
LU A AR EEERL S Bl TE BRI AR S
EEZLONHIT, RETERNRSR. ZAZEh.
DR AESR RN E . BT, RSN EABIS

FRHAANZTEERETEE, SEE#SE
R STE, Bl DR(IEENRE s, fPE
RETBHCEEIZ P AV B SIBEm, MBIMELHA
DRHEES. “SREE" &P NGETFIEE
B8, 2024 S RPERIANTESE, AHREITES
BEELBEERERNEHR—GEESRNEIE
B, BICRERE IR AR g R E R
WanieEeREk, "INEHTR RIFHERIER
S EARE. IR ARRSBEEIER R 4.
EXRABREFREADLERHIAIEFSE
H, HEREREHRASERMMXNERRR
S5 RMeE b9, BESBHEERUESRESR
=S ENE, “RARE" RIIRAERN
BRSENNED, &F2I0M—EMEIER
FAEFRZLUR(EFET)—) LETESSE
BELERBNTHENMRIHT 8", SIFR
BT ERENEN, A EA1BE
ARE LA REM AFRIETRR MR, ERAEIR
SEA+LAFEREBEIERENARE
HER LA, RS, TIESE, B8 EIS
X E N AF A B BT, B SRisE S
TEHRENE. Z L5 8%, ESF A BERS
2, BRARBRH R E R E, ERARIFRSS
HEES R E, D aEHAE B TE— &
SRS, XEFANFIERTEREPEE
AR, AR AR ER.

06 EXRAEBIREMEE /2024FFRZFE CHINA NCPA CHORUS / 2024 SEASON

M&ZE VOICE OF HARMONY

MEIZBHZANSEAME, SIEEHEP
RELERRIG AR MRS ARNER
TR 1ERILFRIME EFRa"RIN" 5186, &
FRENFIFRE, BIMERL(EERSRmMT)
(s RanE = ANBREES W KIE) B8
PINREI, NERNERARRSBEIEREALE
B,

ERAREENES T EXRE S AEE
BUFRH, Sl IR TR S R ER AR

FRELHA SEASON OVERVIEW

IRNFARRTRERE, ERAEREERSE
RREREEFREPRHREBIISNE, EER. 24
7 RSB SEREERNE T AGREEER
KREIEN SN =320 E)E 3T A IE 1R S.

S, RN E, R 2024 FF:TH
THIR, TEELRERARIRSEHANER
&, BRINBEXMENN SNSRI TE
MERE, FEEELUENEZA"PIREREE
ABIRES—EED.

o7



Open the 2024 music season

and you find not just
a performance schedule.

It will be the first independent season since
the establishment of NCPA Chorus fifteen
years ago, and we take this opportunity to
reflect on those years, the touching mo-
ments, and our unchanged aspirations,
expecting to witness together you the
pragress and growth of a professional
chorus. Of course, it is undoubtedly a per-
formance schedule; it contains the full list
of our performances throughout the year
and presents our artistic philosophy with a
clear program design and a brand-new the-
matic approach, giving you a feel different
from the past.

We searched for a long time for a theme
that could encapsulate and express all of
this, and finally found the answer in
“chorus” itself: the heart and the voice har-
monize in singing to express the color,
imagery, and emaotion of different works -
this is the essence of choral singing and is
what has never changed in us as a chorus.
Therefore, the "Voice of Harmony” will
accompany us through the musical journey
of NCPA Chorus in the year 2024, In vari-
ous artistic forms such as choral concerts,
operas, symphonic choruses, you will expe-
rience how wonderful and powerful choral
art is, and appreciate the unique charm of
culture behind different works.
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There will be more than 20 concerts to be
conducted at the three venues of NCPA.
According to the types and styles of works,
these concerts are grouped under four the-
matic series: “Chinese Charm and Splen-
dor” "Shared Brilliance of Music,” "Music
from across the World,” and “Refreshing
New Voice.” In the "Chinese Charm and
Splendor” series, we will express without
reservation our love for Chinese music and
our pride in Chinese culture, and as the
year marks the 75th anniversary of the
founding of the People’ s Republic of China,
we will do so as a present and salute to the
nation. Chinese folk songs, art songs, and
modern works will be all rendered under
the direction of Resident Conductor Jiao
Miao and Conductor Meng Huang. In addi-
tion, to commemorate the tenth anniversa-
ry of General Secretary presiding over the
Forum on Literature and Art Work, we will
collaborate with Conductor Zheng Jian to
present “The Journey like a Song” concert,
showcasing the outstanding inspiring
choral works on the new journey of the
new age. The “Shared Brilliance of Music”
series focuses on opera excerpts, including
excerpts from classic French operas which
we will work with Conductor Li Xincao to
present in marking the 60th anniversary of
the establishment of diplomatic relations
between China and France, allowing you to
fully enjoy the brilliance of opera art. The
“Music from across the World” series will
take you on a journey to explore treasured
music from around the world. NCPA Con-
ductor Wu Lingfen and NCPA Music & Art
Director LU Jia will separately conducts the
chorus to perform classic folk songs and
art songs from various countries and
regions worldwide. Additionally, a male
voice choir will make their debut in a sepa-
rate concert. The “Refreshing New Voice”
series celebrates innocence and touching
moments. The popular “Love in a Lifetime”
concert with a love theme, and the "Back to
Childhood Together” concert for the Chil-
dren’ s Day holiday, will be performed once
again. This series we do not set “limits,”
offering you mare possibilities of choral art
including innovative and boundary-break-
ing new works. Of special note, the National

FRELHA SEASON OVERVIEW

Grand Theater Chorus' 15th-anniversary
concert will serve as the grand finale of this
music season. Inheriting classics and inno-
vating with integrity, we will celebrate this
extraordinary birthday through song. It is
worth a particular mention that this music
season will be concluded with a concert in
celebration of the 15th anniversary of NCPA
Chorus, an event which will feature classics
and innovation. At our invitation, additional-
ly, noted composers Yin Qing, Meng Wei-
dong and Zou Ye, famous poet and play-
wright Zou Jingzhi, NCPA resident com-
poser Cai Dongzhen, and NCPA Chorus
pianist and composer Liu Xiaoxing will
create a series of new works commissioned
specifically for the chorus, which will be
performed in this music season to add new
colors to it.

Opera is the epitome of theatrical art,
where choral music plays an important role
in driving the plot, creating atmosphere,
and supporting the development of the
story. As an cutstanding opera and concert
chorus, we will, in the first half of the
season, perform five Chinese and foreign
operas - Romeo and Juliet, Shan Hai Qing,
Der fliegende Hollander, Un ballo in
maschera, and The Long March, to exhibit
the comprehensive strength of NCPA
Chorus excelling at both singing and acting.

Symphonic choral music produces unigue
and harmonious sounds as a perfect com-
bination of performance of the orchestra
and the chorus. As the two major resident
ensembles of NCPA, NCPA Chorus and
NCPA QOrchestra will continue to cooperate
closely in this season to perform symphon-
ic choral works including cantata and
Mahler's Symphony No. 3 under the baton
of noted conductors such as LU Jia, LU
Shaojia, and Jaap van Zweden.

We are full of expectations for the 2024
season that features diversity, integration,
and variety. Perhaps you are already an old
friend of NCPA, but we believe that this
new way will make us closer to each other.
We hope that you can find joy and excite-
ment from art in the "Voice of Harmony.”

09



M&ZE VOICE OF HARMONY

.-..‘ LT R
~~i" e T

g e s e «1*~=-1—“1»—-1|
A ¢
S R

L

10 ERARIREMEE /2024F5REF CHINA NCPA CHORUS / 2024 SEASON FRELE SEASON OVERVIEW n



==
CONCERT

i 7
Y

EZH% GGHE
PEEY 2N
SR IRISRS
E5omi

CHINESE CHARM AND SPLENDOR

SHARED BRILLIANCE OF MUSIC

MUSIC FROM ACROSS THE WORLD
REFRESHING NEW VOICE




M RERRRSTR BES MRE )

EXBPZRHMIE RIOEKEIHILYHE
MEEEXRWE-mR MREKH BHEY

HARM E U_ -/I
>ZU SPLENDOR M&&

o

CONCERT




16 ERARIRESE / 20245 5%F

CHINA NCPA CHORUS / 2024 SEASON

B 5
JIAO Miao Conductor
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Dragon Boat Tune
Hubei Folk Song / Arr. LIU Xiaoxing

Viewing the Moon
Lyrics by GUO Feng / Music by YIN Qing

Southern Spring Rain . ﬁ
Lyrics by JI Qinglian / Music by ZHANG Yida i

A Visit to the Parental Home
Lyrics by SUN Yi/ Music by WENG Qingxi / Arr. MENG Weidong

Fengyang Flower Drum N
Anhui Folk Song / Arr. CHEN Yi

Clouds of Hometown
Lyrics by XIAQ Xuan / Music by TAN Jianchang / Arr. GAO Weichun

China in the Lights
Lyrics by TIAN Di / Music by SHU Nan / Arr. LIU Xiaoxing
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MENG Huan Conductor i —
\ R The Yue Folk's Song
] Ny 5 24 = 25 b Pre Qin Poetry / Music by LIU Qing
4 > M The Lantern Festival Night - to the tune of Green Jade Table
D : Lyrics by XIN Qiji / Music by LI Yan
: o \ 2 My Sentiment to the Yangtze River
NCPA W 8 Lyrics by LI Zhiyi / Music by QING Zhu
Multifunctional ——
Theatre N —— | Ihg Sid f:t;: gy / Music by WANG L
ERARIPS - !J\H{ﬁ S e yrics by angyin / Music by ong

The ChiLe Song
Lyrics by XUE Baogin / Music by LIU Zhou
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Homesickness
Lyrics by YU Youren / Music by LU Zaiyi

Written on a Rainy Night to My Wife in the North
Lyrics by LI Shangyin / Music by MENG Weidong
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ZHENG Jian Conductor
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NCPA Concert Hall
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A New World
Lyrics by WEN Yi / Music by SHU Nan

The Spring Breeze Ten Thousand Miles
Lyrics by SHI Shunyi / Music by MENG Weidong

Aspire
Lyrics by TIAN Di / Music by YIN Qing

The Loveliest One
Lyrics by QING Yan / Music by LIU Zhaolun

A Lifelong Journey
Lyrics by TANG Tian / Music by QIAN Lei

Words | Want to Say
Lyrics by YIN Xiangtao / Music by YANG Yibo

On the Road to Prosperity

Lyrics by CHEN Daobin / Music by WANG Liguang

Navigate
Lyrics by Collective / Music by KANG Zhuging
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STROLLING
THROUGH THE
CLASSICS

SELECTIONS FROM
CLASSIC FRENCH OPERAS
WITH LI XINCAO
AND NCPA CHORUS

FEDE 2
LI Xincao Conductor

7.6-7

2024

NCPA Concert Hall
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Selected passages from opera Roméo et Juliette

Music by Gounod

Vérone vit jadis deux familles rivales

Ange adorable

Selected passages from opera Les pécheurs de perles

Music by Bizet
Sur la gréve en feu
Au fond du temple saint

Selected passages from opera Les Carmen

Music by Bizet
La cloche a sonné
Couplets du toréador

Selected passages from opera Lakmé

Music by Delibes
Sous le dome épais
Venez on ne vend plus
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wKERREEN  REERED
WITH LU JIA BRE wE(EHE) /=L

WESTERN CHORAL us SEES L
CLASSICS WITH LU JIA EARGENE Sk
AND NCPA CHORUS w7 S8
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ax &R
LU Jia Conductor

Ecco mormorar I'onde

Music by Monteverdi
5.15-16

Magnificat
2024 Music by Bach
S Lacrimosa
NCPA Concert Hall From Requiem / Music by Mozart
EXRKEER - ERF The Nightingale

Music by Tchaikovsky

Italian Polka
Music by Rachmaninoff

Widmung
Music by Schumann

Liebeslieder Walzer
Music by Brahms

An der schéenen blauen Donau
Music by Strauss
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Song of the Volga Boatman
Russian Folk Song

Akatombo
SRE = Japanese Nursery Rhymes
- WU Lingfen Conductor Hela Rotan
= - Indonesian Folk Song

N 8_6- 7 Bésame Mucho

Spanish Song / Lyrics & Music by Consuelo Velazquez

2024
¥ J Danny Boy
§ S Irish Folk Song / Music by Frederic Weatherly
BExRXBER - SRT Korean Folk Song
o
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Curvy Moon
Lyrics & Music by LI Haiying
/ Arr. LIU Xiaoxing

Waiting You Till Dawn
Kazakh Folk Song
/ Organize by WANG Luabin / Arr. QU Xixian

Far Away
Lyrics by FANG Wenshan
/ Music by Jay Chou / Arr. LIU Xiaoxing

Boundless Oceans, Vast Skies
Lyrics & Music by Wong Ka Kui

~ Standing on the Coner
_ Lyrics & Music by Frank Loesser

#&ZA VOICE OF HARMONY
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Beglucktdarf nun dich
From Opera Tannhduser / Music by Wagner

Or co' dadi, ma fra poco
From Opera /I Trovatore / Music by Verdi

MitGewitter und Sturm ausfernem Meer
From Opera Der fliegende Holldnder / Music by Wagner

Mondnacht
Lyrics by Joseph Eichendorff / Music by Schumann / Arr. CAl Dongzhen

Suliko
Georgian Song / Lyrics by Akaki Tsereteli / Arr. Alexandrovich

How Can | Forget Him
Lyrics by LIU Bannong / Music by ZHAO Yuanren / Arr. HUANG Youdi

The Phantom Lover
Lyrics by TIAN Han / Music by XIAN Xinghai / Arr. LIU Xiaoxing
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JIAO Miao Conductor

4.18-19
2024

NCPA
Multifunctional
Theatre
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Love without End

Lyrics by TAQ Qin / Music by MO Ran / Arr. RAN Tianhao
Su-bo @ Lang

Lyrics by YE Junlin / Music by HONG Yifeng / Arr. RAN Tianhao

Love Song of Kangding
Sichuan Folk Song / Arr. LIU Xiaoxing

The Sound of Snowfall
Lyrics by YU Zheng / Music by LU Hu

Por Una Cabeza
Lyrics by Alfredo Le Pera / Music by Carlos Gardel / Arr. LIU Xiaoxing

Vive L'Amour
Traditional American Song / Arr. Alice Parker & Robert Shaw

Te Quiero
Lyrics by Mario Benedetti / Music by Alberto Favero / Arr. Liliana Kangiano

Bridge Over Troubled Water
Lyrics and Music by Paul Simon / Arr. Kirby Shaw

Can You Feel the Love Tonight
Lyrics by Tim Rice / Music by Elton John
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NCPA CHORUS ~ _
CHILDREN'S DAY CONCERT EE (HR) E1E1E / e Edh
BEBRKZR shE A RIEE Tl / ERadh / BH ARSI
The Sound of Music

From Musical The Sound of Music / Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein Il
/ Music by Richard Rogers / Arr. John Leavitt

Unmei no Roulette Mawashite (Premiere)
Theme Song of the Anime Detective Conan
/ Lyrics by lzumi Sakai / Music by Seiichiro Kuribayashi

SLAM DUNK Theme Song
Lyrics by Show Wesugi & Kyouji Yamada
/ Music by Tetsurd Oda & Yoshio Tatano / Arr. LIU Xiaoxing

R B gE Hayao Mlya;akl Animation Suite
. Arr. Takatomi Nobunaga

JIAO Miao

DONG Dai Conductor Lonely Warrior (Premiere)

Lyrics by TANG Tian / Music by QIAN Lei

5 .31 = 6 .2 Black Cat Detective e

Theme Song of the Anime Black Cat Detective
2024 / Lyrics & Music by CAIl Lu / Arr. LAN Zhuangging A g
o 1 T,
NCPA R
Multifunctional ESSIESY
Theatre SPECIAL
ERARIE - /\BIH PERFORMANCE
6 1 X ERE) (Em) FEERAEM
262 4 (ABAT) EREs
Taihu Theatre Dragon Kingdom (Premiere) Snow White
&R Music by CAl Dongzhen Music by CAl Dongzhen
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1.25-28

2024

NCPA Opera House
ERARIFR - BEIPR
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4.10-14
2024

NCPA Opera House
BERARIPE - #EIPT
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THE
LONG MARCH

6.25-26/28-30
2024

NCPA Opera House
ERKRIBE - TEIPE
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LU Jia Conductor

1.1

2024

BPAC Concert Hall
EtmSERHG - BEFRFT
NCPA Concert Hall
ERKRIER - 5T

M&ZE VOICE OF HARMONY

2.1

2024

NCPA Concert Hall
ERARIBR - BRT
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Choral Symphony Beijing Cantata
MENG Weidong, TANG Jianping
/ Lyr. ZOU Jingzhi

ZIMEE SYMPHONIC CHORUS

IE=KEIE
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BEIJING
CANTATA

LO JIA WITH
CHINA NCPA ORCHESTRA
AND CHORUS

B 158
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LU Jia Conductor
LI Xintong Soprano

ZHANG Wenqin, YANG Chenxiuyi
Coloratura Soprano

LIANG Yufeng, WANG Chong Tenor
LIU Siman Mezzo-soprano

ZHANG Yang Baritone

WANG Chao Peking Opera Vocal
ZHAO Ning Xihe Dagu

ZHAO Ling Narrator

CHINA NCPA Chorus
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MAHLER
SYMPHONY NO.3

WITH SHAO-CHIA LU,
HUILING ZHU AND NCPAO

| \ A |
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: g : i ! 2
SHAO-CHIA Lii Conductor ' : L | 1
Huiling Zhu Mezzo-soprano : ) o J,-H'I'“‘ Y 1 i : j ! il
CHINA NCPA Chorus v vy e R — '. - “r““
The Beijing Philharmonic Choir - : TR A

6.15-16

2024

NCPA Concert Hall
ERXARIR - BRT

=)
DML = 2 30

Mahler
Symphony No. 3 in D minor
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FIFEM SYMPHONIC CHORUS

Sk EE
L0 Jia Conductor

12.31

2024

BPAC Concert Hall
TEtRZERDPG - FFRT
NCPA Concert Hall
EXRARIR - SRT
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Following the first tour in 2023, this season the NCPA Chorus
will once again launch a domestic special concert tour with
brand new themes, classic repertoire, and in more cities, we are
looking forward to meeting old and new friends from all over
the country, so that we can share the charm of choral singing
and the joy of music together.
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FIFTEEN YEARS
LIKE A SONG

JIAO MIAO

RESIDENT CONDUCTOR AT NCPA CHORUS
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FIFTEEN YEARS LIKE A SONG

JIAO MIAO
RESIDENT CONDUCTOR AT NCPA CHORUS

ERABEREISH FEIER
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Every time | step onto the stage
with the chorus, | cannot help - as
with my tears, amidst the cheers -
thinking of the past. “It's like for
the first time | stood on the stage
hearing the first applause.”
Perhaps | cannot remember clearly
exactly when the first applause
occurred, but my fifteen years with
NCPA Chorus are vividly present in
my mind.

NCPA Chorus was officially
established in 2009, when | had
just started working not long ago.
Faced with the birth and develop-
ment of a professional chorus, |
was filled with anxiety and also
with anticipation. From that time,
with the chorus becoming from an
opera chorus to an "amphibious”
one and from assistant conductor
to resident conductor, we wit-
nessed each other's progress and
growth.

Over these fifteen years, we have
performed more than sixty
Chinese and foreign operas on the
professional and strong artistic
platform of NCPA. We are, in a
manner of speaking, the chorus
with the biggest opera repertoire,
the most showings, and the richest
experience in China. From Yerdi's
operas and Wagner's, from
Chinese operas to world classics

from ltaly, Germany, France, Russig,

the Czech Republic, among other
countries, we had an average of
more than 70 performances of
over ten operas a year, we
switched freely between languag-
es and between music styles,
sharpening up and growing fast on
the stage. The magnificent
brilliance of Aida, the passionate
courage of Carmen, the majestic
depth of Tannhduser, the sublime
greatness of The Long March, the
moral righteousness of The Ballad
of the Canal..each opera is deeply
engraved in our minds like a
painting. We shape characters with
our voices and we are nourished

by music in the works of the
masters. Art songs, folk music,
main melodies, and popular songs,
we explore their dramatic and
narrative elements, presenting the
depth of each piece and making
music vivid with imagery. Besides
opera performances, therefore,
NCPA Chorus concerts gradually
partook of a distinctive style and
color. In nearly a thousand theme
concerts we have performed in
fifteen years, audiences not only
“heard"” but also "saw"” - in the
sounds of songs - China in the
glow of lights, the heavenly
Alashan, the crescent moon and
childhood memories of Ajiao, the
bridge over troubled water..

The fifteen fortunate and happy
years have seen us all pursuing our
artistic dreams on the NAPC stage.
Here, | sincerely thank the senior
artists and teachers who have
generously helped and guided us.
In them, we see the spirit of artistic
purity, excellence, and dedication.
They imparted their lifelong
experience and skills to us little by
little. Like sponges, we kept
absorbing the nourishment of art
so that we could standing higher
and seeing farther on the shoul-
ders of giants.

Before the great art, our
fifteen-year-old chorus might still
be somewhat immature. However,
facing the new journey, | no longer
have any anxiety in my heart, but
only full anticipation. Our aspira-
tions remain unchanged after
these song-like fifteen years. In the
new music season, with the Beijing
Art Center put in operation, we will
present more beloved artistic
works in a broader performance
space, and a series of commis-
sioned new works and a country-
wide tour will also meet the
audience as planned. Let us mave
on to open a new chapter of NCPA
Chorus together in the sounds of
songs and in applause.
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RESONATING
WITH WORKS

LIU XIAOXING

PIANIST AND COMPOSER AT NCPA CHORUS
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PIANIST AND COMPOSER AT NCPA CHORUS

RESONATING WITH WORKS

LIU XIAOXING

Over my years with NCPA Chorus,
| have arranged nearly 80 pieces of
music, covering opera excerpts,
work classics, patriotic songs,
military songs, folk songs, popular
songs. My first arrangement within
my memory was Liu Sanjie Suite,
which | made when | was quite
inexperienced in choral music - as
a beginner, so to speak. This work
was, in hindsight, too “lively” with a
load of technigues employed, and
showed that my understanding of
vocal music was inadequate so
that there was a huge gap
between the sounds | imaged and
those actually preduced. But this
immature work proved to be the
starting point for to arrange songs
for choral music, and with my
self-subversion and continued
engagement with my team over
the years, | have gradually found a
creative pattern and an artistic
style as appropriate to NCPA
Chorus.

EEmP s
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A chorus is quite a dramatic way
of music expression. To arrange an
existing song for a chorus is not to
make it a karaoke song for a crowd
or give harmonies to its tune. You
have to make best use of the

BEREE, BERAUIFERIFR.
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Fiit, EERNHEECHRIEESE
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BAER, HILTREINRE, SAFHR
s ESH ERARRAERAER.

ranges that voice types are good
at rendering and to make different
voice types harmaonize to produce
a different timbre, allowing a feel
of depth unigue to a chorus. It is
often said, therefore, that a song
involving a single voice type, when
arranged for a chorus, will be more
expressive and form layers
impossible for its being sung solo.
It is simultaneously necessary to
take account of the balance of
voice types; when a small amount
of texture can be used to achieve
an ideal effect, a skillful “subtrac-
tion” will make the work more
harmonious and pleasant than
simply a “full spread.”

NCPRA Chorus is a bel canto
chorus, their singing style slightly
operatic and mernbers highly
professional. This represents a
considerable strength in rendering
works, and allows me guite a big
space for creation. Even for a very
short work, their voices can be
highly evocative of imagery. In
building up an ambiance, for
instance, a bel canto chorus can be
very misty for their rich resonance
and, when some difficult arias are
added, be highly expressive.
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Of my works arranged for NCPA
Chorus, my favorite is Kangding
Lowve Song. This piece was inspired
by composer Shi Wanchen's
version of the song in relation to its
harmony, Puccini's Turandot whose
technigues employed | was
“obsessed” with at the time, and in
addition some Northern European
metal styles | am fond of. These
elernents | blended to make the
song different from the original
with which people are familiar, but
not to the extent of letting them
feel awkward with it. Another work
at which | felt surprised was
Goodbye. In the beginning |
intended it as an encore, but after
designing a section of bell sounds
indicating “goodbye,” | began to
feel uncontrolled to delve into a
jazz style. The outcome was better
than | had imagined - it was a
highly evocative and impressive
work.

FAEE TIME LEAVES ITS ECHO

For a work to come to fruition,
there must be a three-way
resonance among the creator, the
performer, and the audience. It is
the fusion of souls that allows the
work to touch hearts. For a creator,
the most precious thing is to
receive practical acoustic feedback
an his or her own musical scores.
Although | don't consider myself
an exceptionally outstanding
creator, it cannot be denied that
even the most excellent work,
without skilled and professional
performers to bring it to life, will
only remain outstanding on paper.
| am extremely fortunate to have
such an cutstanding team to
render my work, which further
strengthens my determination to
collaborate with everyone in
creating more “NCPA Chorus
Works."
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Time is a song, and the stage a
dream. On December 8, 2009, with
my passion for opera | joined
NCPA Cheorus, becoming one of its
first members. | was twenty-one in
that year, and | have spent on the
stage of the theater in the
following fifteen years - the best
years of a person, the most
magnificent chapter in my artistic
career,

She nurtured my fifteen-year
artistic career, this “giant sphere,”
to which all things amazing in my
life seem to have tied. | love every
corner of it. | love its majestic
opera house, its brilliant concert
hall, its sparkling underwater
passage in the south. But my
favorite remains to the “Wupai”
(Rehearsal Hall No. 5). It is like
another home to me. In this space,
we undergo rigorous professional
training, intense pre-performance
rehearsals, and receive invaluable
professional skills and advice from
our teachers, witnessing the
development and change of the
chorus over the fifteen years.
Reflecting on the moments and
transformations in this period, | am
filled with emotions.

In these fifteen years, our team has
arown stronger. Built up from
scratch, the chorus kept expanding
- whether in the number of
members, in the variety and
guantity of repertoire, or in the size
of audience - to become what now
is a “successful big family™: from
the initial few dozen members at
its establishment to nearly a
hundred today, with an increasing
and wide repertoire consisting of
Chinese and foreign operas, art
songs, timeless classic melodies,
regional folk tunes and so on. The
chorus, with its purpose of being
public, artistic, and international, is
recognized as representative of
the highest musical accomplish-
ment in Chinese opera choral
music, as an outstanding versatile

chorus “national team”, and as a
professional chorus full of vitality
and unlimited potential.

In these fifteen years, our skills
have grown stronger. | still
remember that the first Chinese
opera our chorus performed after
its establishment was Xi Shi. In the
pre—performance comment
sessions for it, Teacher Wang Lei
used to hold a thick notebook with
several pages densely filled with
problems. For quite a long time,
our pre-performance comments
focused unchangingly on problems
encountered in performance about
singing or performing. In a long
period of time, it felt as if | had not
graduated yet and had entered a
new school to learn practical opera
skills. We, a group of opera rookies,
gradually understood what opera
is all about under the patient
guidance of our teachers. In those
years, with an average of fifteen
operas performed annually, we
honed our skills on the stage of
NCPA, forging ourselves into
veteran performers. Nowadays, our
pre-performance comment
sessions no longer involve thick
notebooks; they are concise,
sometimes with just a few points
to pay attention to. | remember
that when | joined the chorus,
Chief Conductor Huang Xiaoman
told us, “Art is bigger than the sky.
When the curtain rises, nothing in
life exists no more, no trivialities,
no love, no hatred; and you are just
that character in the play.” The
relentless pursuit of artistic
excellence and the reverence for
the stage by the older generation
of artists have always influenced
me, as well as the new chorus
members who joined the chorus
later. | will forever remember this
period of history because |
witnessed the transformation of
our chorus from youthful inexperi-
ence to mature professionalism.
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In these fifteen years, our audience
has increased steadily. The
unchanging principle of our chorus
is to remain connected with the
audience, pursue artistic excel-
lence, and always respect the
stage. Over the past fifteen years,
everything has changed in our
chorus, but not our responsible
attitude toward the audience, our
pursuit of artistic excellence, and
our reverence for the stage. In
theatrical art, there is a tacit
understanding among the actors,
and there is more conspicuously a
special form of interaction
between the actors and the
audience, Every piece of music is
carefully selected and planned by
the chorus leaders and teachers
for concerts, not to mention opera.
Through audience reactions during
the performance, we can gage
whether the audience likes these
pieces. After the performance, a
meeting would be held to discuss
and decide on the pieces that the
audience enjoyed. Our classic
collection of repertoires has thus
built up.

FAEE TIME LEAVES ITS ECHO

Time flies. Looking back on the
past fifteen years, | feel strong
emotions of affection and grati-
tude. Thanks to NCPA, because of
which | got to know and fall in love
with this “giant sphere”; thanks to
NCPA Chorus for giving me a
home in the art of apera singing;
thanks to everyone who has
engaged with the chorus, because
it is you who will make both the
theater and the chorus more
vibrant.

Qver the fifteen years, it has been
a sense of commitment that
moved us steadily forward, and we
have changed what was initially
simply a passion into what now is
our shared goal in life. This past
period is like a shining pearl, which
will illuminate our journey ahead.
Let us stay true to our artistic
pursuit, regardless of how the
world changes. And in the days to
come, let us be together as we
have ever been on this journey.
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The year 2024 marks the 15th
anniversary of the founding of
NCPA Chorus and the 13th year of
my growth and development with
it. Looking back on this journey,
memories would surge in my heart
bit by bit. From the initial confu-
sion and tangled thoughts when
facing the scores to the present
where everything is organized and
clear, from the early days of feeling
overwhelmed by the director and
the conductor to now having a
firmn grasp and a natural flow, each
of us has gone through this, step
by step, with the help of teachers
and the mutual support of
colleagues. In these thirteen years,
with every rehearsal, | have been
constantly trying, learning, and
progressing. This continued
challenge increased my under-
standing of music and revealed to
me rmy own potential. We as a
team shared joys, coped with
difficulties together, encouraged
one another, and made progress
together. In this big family, | felt
friendship and care and saw
contribution by individuals and the
power of the team. Everyone has
progressed from walking on thin
ice to confidently standing alone. |
just want to say: for what we have
achieved today, each member of
the chorus has made great effort,
and it is inheritance that we rely
on.

Many stories happened in these
thirteen years. But when it comes
to inheritance, what impressed and
touched me most was performing
on stage together with my own
child. During the National Day
holiday in 2022, NCPA presented
the original national cpera Minning
Town, in which | had the privilege
of playing the role of Director Liu
of the power supply station. What
made me even happier was that
my daughter, Xu Xiaoyu, play
Xiaoyan, the daughter of Shuihua

in the opera, as selected by
Director Wang Xiaodi. Since the
very day when she had known that
she would act on stage, my
daughter, only four and a half years
old at the time, had asked me
every day when she could go and
work at NCPA as | did. | would say:
“You must follow the rehearsal
schedule. When your days of
rehearsal come, you can go to
work at NCPAI"

MNow, she began calculating the
days until the performance every
day, incessantly asking me if she
would be scheduled to rehearse
the following day. On her first
rehearsal, she showed no signs of
stage fright or nervousness and
effortlessly delivered her lines in a
single take, making me proud and
happy. Back at home, she would
make me play her father in the
opera, while she recited lines from
the script with her mother. | asked
her, “Who told you to rehearse
lines back at heme?” And she said,
“Isn't that what you do before
performances?” In that moment, |
suddenly understood the impor-
tance of teaching by example.
Although she might not fully grasp
the significance of her acts, it was
because | had habitually sung and
recited lines and rehearse at home,
as required by the teachers and
conductor of the chorus, that my
daughter felt she should do the
same since she was going to
perform. On the day of the
performance, watching my child -
not yet five years old - earnestly
performing on stage, my heart was
in my mouth and | was more
nervous than when | perform on
stage myself. On the other hand, |
felt very gratified and proud: that
the "second Chorus Generation" of
NCPA Chorus already started to
perform on stage - this should just
be the meaning of inheritance!
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My thirteen years with the chorus,
like a carving knife, have turned me
into a better and more mature
version of myself. Now, with the
new members of the chorus | will
share my experience so that they
will be able to catch up quickly
and become the leading force.
Upholding the principle of
"mentering newcomers and
passing on knowledge” as
emphasized by the leaders and
teachers in the chorus, let this
legacy accompany our esteemed
collective. | will mentor them as the
chorus leaders and teachers
mentored me, keeping this
glorious tradition alive. | believe
that NCPA Chorus will be more
successful going forward.

FHERE TIME LEAVES ITS ECHO
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= s In life, we often say, “Fate is
<y E £2 indescribably wonderful.” In the
2 W 345 wonderful cannections of fate,
% = g2 seemingly unrelated people,
E O =) EE events, and things always find
<0 9 g unexpected ways to link together,
confirming in future times the
magical connections between
past events. It was such inextrica-
ble fate that connected me with
NCPA and NCPA Chorus. And
looking back, | still find it incredi-
bly magical.
While | am truly a “newcomer” for
NCPA Chorus, before joining the
chorus in the first half of 2023, |
was already an experienced
“chorus person.” As a third grader
| joined my school's Jinfan Chorus
and led its bass section, and until
my graduating from high school, |
already had nine years of chorus
ﬂé‘l life. In these nine years, | per-
v, formed twice on the stage of the
H NCPA Concert Hall with my
Eﬁ :1% school chorus, an experience
N s &R beginning my bond with NCPA,
L ey
X
-ls N {i In 2010, when | was a fifth grader,
IN

as a young chorus enthusiast |
had the luck of participating -
together with my school chorus -
in the Beijing Students Art
Festival to perform in the
state-of-the-art art complex of
NCPA, The magnificent NCPA
building, the concert hall steeped
in art, and the labyrinthine
backstage made a deep impres-
sion on me as a ten-year-old. It
was the first time | saw how a
theater could break away from
traditional theatrical architecture
and operation to take on a
different lock. Though | grew up in
Beijing, NCPA as an art platform
struck me as an eye-opener. For
me, who was still quite young at
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the time, the choral art thus
changed from simply an interest
and a way of social interaction to
an art dream resonant with
sanctity. At the end of 2015, for
the second time | performed in
the Concert Hall with my school
chorus. That experience com-
pletely ignited my passion for
vocal performance. standing on
the Concert Hall stage and
looking at the teachers and
classmates below, | couldn't help
but marvel: perhaps this was just
the charm of “doing art” —
sharing the beauty of music,
sharing the joy of artistic creation.
Starting with NCPA's original
dance drama Marco Folo, | was
lucky to watch dozens of perfor-
mances of various types at NCPA.
Previously, | sat in the auditorium
enjoying the nourishment of art
and gradually planting the seeds
of a future career in art in my
heart. Now, with a change in role, |
am standing on the stage, my
heart filled with infinite emotions. |
hope that | can share - through
renderings by my colleagues and
me - the incredible feelings that |
experienced in watching perfor-
rmances at NCPA with the new
generation of young audiences
and art enthusiasts, letting them
form a bond with art.

| often think of my first stepping
upon the stage of NCPA, and of
the fledging NCPA Chorus then:
we must have passed by each
other and exchanged silent
glances so that we have been
reunited after fourteen years of
growth, and it is certainly a
wonderful twist of fate.

HFHEE TIME LEAVES ITS ECHO
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15TH ANNIVERSARY
CONCERT
OF THE NCPA CHORUS
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JIAO Miao Conductor
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2024

NCPA Concert Hall
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New Rhythm of Chinese Classical (Premiere)
Lyrics by ZOU Jingzhi / Music by ZOU Ye

Three Stanzas of Plum-blossoms

Su Wu the Shepherd

A Parting Tune With a Thrice Repeated Refrain

A Night of Flowers and Moonlight by the Spring River

Freudig begriiBen wir die edle halle
From Opera Tannhduser / Music by Wagner

Va pensiero
From Opera Nabucco / Music by Verdi

Regina Coeli
From Opera Cavalleria Rusticana / Music by Mascagni
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China NCPA Chorus was established on
Decernber 8, 2009, It is the resident choir
of the China National Performing Arts
Center. WU Lingfen, the farmous conduc-
tor, serves as its chorus master. As the
professional artistic performing group
that belongs to the highest palace of per-
forming arts, the chorus adheres to the
NCPA's guiding principle of "for the
people, for art, for the world” and is rec-
ognized as a vigorous professional
chorus with infinite potential.

As one of China's leading choruses both
in the opera and concert, the NCPA
Chorus has participated in more than 60
Chinese and foreign operas by NCPA
such as Xishi, The Ballad of Canal, The
Red Guards on Honghu Lake, Visitors on
the Snow Mountain, The Red Guards on
Honghu Lake, The Long March, The
Daughter of the Party, Turandot, Carmen,
La Traviata, Der Fliegende Holldnder, Aida.
The chorus has also planned and per-
formed in many large-scale vocal works
and theme concerts including Beetho-
ven's Ninth Symphony, Mahler's Eighth
Symphonies, Verdi's Requiem, and Con-
cert to Commemeorate the NOM Anniver-
sary of HUANG Zi's Birth, the opera con-
certs such as Willlam Tell, Don Juan and
so on. By means of the concerts, the
chorus have get high appraisals by the
high artistic standard. The late conductor
Lorin Maazel said, "It is a Chorus of pas-
sion”; conductor Daniel Oren, who was
excited after rehearsal, said, "This is the
chorus that has the best sound | have
ever heard. Young as they are, they are
better than many of the choruses in
Europe"”; conductor Antonio Pappano
said, "This is a youthful and passionate

EFRABIREEE CHINA NCPA CHORUS

CHINA NCPA
CHORUS

chorus that has been well trained to
sound wonderful and harmonious”; the
world famous tenor Domingo once said,
"l am honoured to cooperate with these
gifted young artists".

In addition, they actively demonstrate
their mission and responsibility, including
participating in large-scale music and
dance epic Road to Rejuvenation, Victory
and Peace - Evening Gala to Commemo-
rate the 70th Anniversary of the Victory
of the World Anti-fascist War and the
Counter-Japanese War of the Chinese
People, Evening Gala for the G20 Hang-
zhou Summit, the Gala Commemorating
the 80th Anniversary of the Victory of
the Long March, the gala "Millennial
Road" for the Belt and Road Forum for
International Cooperation and Evening
Gala for congratulated on the 70th anni-
versary of the founding of the People's
Republic of China, Opening ceremony of
the XXIV Winter Olympic Games music
recording, The National Committee of the
Chinese People’'s Political Consultative
Conference 2024 New Year Tea Party
Performance and other major national
cultural activities,
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The NCPA Chorus has made unremitting
efforts and continuous pursuit in art, and
has accumulated a series of representa-
tive songs with distinctive artistic style.
Take the Lead, Blessed China, Eternal
Glory have become popular times; Their
classic chorus songs such as The Moon
Rises above the Island, Under the brilliant
sun, A Lovely Rose have been praised as
leading and demoenstrating in the indus
try. They actively explore, focus on inno-
vation, and have commissioned the cre-
ation and adaptation of The Sky-like
Alashan, Dragon Boat Tune, Crescent
Moaon, Lake Baikal and other works have
been loved and widely praised by the
audience.

As the singing envoy of zeitgeist, the
NCPA Chorus is committed to spreading
elegant art and cultivating audiences,
participating in the artistic education and
popularization activities of NCPA, They
appears in dozens of public benefit
events held in schools, communities,
enterprises, militar camps and hospitals
every year to help popularize elegant art,
s0 as to improve people's aesthetic taste.

The journey of music is full of beauty and
joy. The NCPA Chorus has gone through
a glorious history of 15 years. The artists
of the chorus devote their most vigorous
and dynamic youth to the cause of opera
and chorus. Looking forward to a new
journey, the NCPA Chorus will continue to
sing without forgetting the original heart!
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WU is the conductor of China NCPA (Na-
tional Centre for the Performing Arts)
Chorus, the professor of the Conducting
Department of China Conservatory of
Music, She also is the vice president of
World Association for Education in Music
and the Arts.

Professor Wu Lingfen graduated from the
Conducting Department of the Central
Conservatory of Music. She served as a
conducter in Beijing Hebei clapper opera
Theater and Beijing Song and Dance
Troupe Symphony Orchestra, and later as
a professor of score reading and orchestra
conductor in the Conducting Department
of the Central Conservatory of Music.

In 2009, Wu Lingfen was invited to con-
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WU Lingfen
Conductor
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UREERBEEHE IEEEG, SR RTR
BRI ERE A,

duct the National Center for the Perform-
ing Arts Chorus. After completing the
team training at the initial stage of the
establishment of the group and the
chorus rehearsal of famous operas such as
Carmen, Camellia woman and Xi Shi, she
began to rehearse many classical chorus
masterpieces at home and abroad, and
introduced a large number of excellent
new chorus works with different styles to
the audience.She is committed to promot-
ing new works of excellent choral music in
China, contributing to the development of
choral music in China, strengthening art
education, and promoting the progress of
civilized society with choral music. She is a
rare Chinese artist who stands on both the
stage and the podium and is loved by the
audience and students.
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LU Jia

Conductor
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LU Jia is Artistic Director of Music of the
National Centre for the Performing Arts
(NCPA), Music Director of China NCPA
Orchestra, prior to which he has acted as
Music Director of the Verona Opera
House, Artistic Director of the Santa Cruz
De Tenerife Symphony Orchestra, Music
Director & Chief Conductor of the Macao
Orchestra and Artistic Director and Chief
Conductor at Trieste Opera .

LU Jia has conducted nearly 2000
orchestral concerts and opera perfor-
mances in Europe and the United States.
He has worked with such renowned
opera houses and symphony orchestras
as: La Scala, Deutsche Oper Berlin, Royal
Concertgebouw Orchestra, Chicago Sym-
phony Orchestra, Leipzig Gewandhaus
Orchestra Munich Philharmonic, Bamberg
Symphony Orchestra, Orchestra dell’
Accademia di Santa Cecilia, City of
Birmingham Symphony Orchestra, Royal

EFRABIREEE CHINA NCPA CHORUS

Liverpool Philharmonic, Lyon National
QOrchestra, and many others.

A highly acclaimed opera conductor, LU
has led over fifty productions so far inter-
nationally. As the first Asian conductor
appointed as Music Director in a national
opera house of Italy, he has been praised
by critics as "a conductor who has a
deeper understanding of Italian operas
than the Italians themselves do.” In 1989,
he was awarded both the First Prize and
Jury's Prize at the Antonio Pedeotti Inter-
national Conducting Competition in
Trento, Italy. In 2007, the Italian President
bestowed the “President's Prize” on LU
for his exceptional contribution to Italian
culture. That same year, the production of
lLa gazza ladra that he conducted at the
Rossini Opera Festival, held in Pesaro, the
composer's hometown, was voted “Opera
Production of the Year” in Europe.
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Li Xincao is currently the president, the
professor and the doctoral supervisor of
the China Conservatory of Music. He is a
member of the 13th and 14th National
Committee of the Chinese People's Politi-
cal Consultative Conference (CPPCC), a
member of the Revolutionary Committee
Of The Chinese Kuomintang, and the Vice
President of China Musicians Association.
As the first Chinese conductor ever to
stand on the podium of Vienna State
Opera, Li Xincao was also commented by
China Youth magazine as "one of the 100
youths that may influence China in the
21st century”. During his studies at the
Conducting Department of the Central
Conservatory of Music, he studied with
Prof. Xu Xin and learned opera conduct-
ing with Prof, Zheng Xiaoying. During his
studies at the Conducting Department of
University of Music and Performing Arts
Wienna, he studied with Prof. L. Hager.
After graduation, he studied and prac-
ticed under the guidance of Mr. Li Delun
and Mr. Yan Liangkun.

Li Xincao became famous in his early
years, at the age of 20, he served as con-
ductor of the former Central Philharmon-
ic Orchestra and Shanghai Symphony
Orchestra. At the age of 22, he won the
National Conducting Competition. He has
also served as the Conductor of the Sym-
phony Orchestra of Central Ballet Ensem-
ble, Music Director and Principal Conduc-
tor of the Busan Philharmonic Orchestra,
Principal Conductor of the China National
Symphony Orchestra, and Director of the
China National Symphony Orchestra, and
was awarded the title of Honorary Princi-
pal Conductor by the China National
Symphony Orchestra in 2024.

Li Xincao has performed on five conti-
nents, and is highly regarded in both the
symphonic and operatic fields. In particu-
lar, he once led the Chinese National
Symphony Orchestra on historic visits
and performances around the world,
where he has been warmly received by
authoritative music critics with over-
whelming response. Over the past 30
vears, he has left significant footprints
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with the China Symphony Orchestra on
the world's music stage, witnessing the
spread and development of Chinese sym-
phonic music around the globe, as well as
creating a record of world tours by Chi-
nese symphonic music groups.

Li Xincao is dedicated to the discovery
and promotion of Chinese music. Over
the years, he has continuously rearranged
and polished Chinese classical music
works, and unearthed and revitalized
many forgotten works. He also actively
supports the staging of new works and
has organized the creation and premiere
of plenty of outstanding contemporary
Chinese musical works. At the same time,
he has recorded and published with the
China Symphony Orchestra such classic
recordings as Dragon Trail, Golden Cele-
bration, Soliloguy At Cold Mountain
Temple, and The Yellow River.

In his long term artistic practice, Li
Xincao continues to discover and culti-
vate young performing and creative
talents, and has successfully created the
"Talents of CNSO" which is a brand con-
cert series in the China National Sympho-
ny Orchestra's concert season.

Over the years, Li Xincao has performed
all over the world and attracted much
attention across the fields of symphony
and opera. Particularly, he has led the
China Naticnal Symphony Orchestra on
historical tours around the world and has
been enthusiastically received by audi-
ences and musical critics domestically
and abroad. He has served as chief con-
ductor in performances during various
diplomatic events and national celebra-
tions, such as the galas during G20 2016
in Hangzhou and BRICS 2017 in Xiamen,
the 2019 song and dance epic There We
Go in celebration of the 70th anniversary
of the founding of the People's Republic
of China, the epic The Great Journey in
the celebration of the 100th anniversary
of the founding of the Communist Party
of China in 2021, etc.
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Zheng is a national first-class conductor.
He used to work as director of the PLA
General Political Department Art Group,
Conductor-in-Residence of Chinese Peo-
ple' s Liberation Army Symphony Qrches-
tra, president of the Art Troupe of Political
Department of the Chinese Armed Police
Force, member of China Symphony Devel-
opment Foundation,vice chairman of
China Symphony Allianceyvice chairman of
China Symphony Alliance and China
Chorus Association, presidium member
and member of Chinese Musicians’ Asso-
ciation, visiting professor of the People’ s
Liberation Army Academy of Art. He also
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ZHENG Jian
Conductor
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SHAETPEREAFSEE. AR, S, &
Al T AESEIM, RHEET (IFIEZF) 7715
FAEETE, RRTESREER %

worked in the judge panels of military art
awards, vocal music contests, CCTV
National Young Singers TV Contest, the
Chinese Golden Bell Award for Music, and
the China National Arts Fund. He led an
art group to the 20t International Friend-
ship Art Festival in 2004 and won the
gold award for conductors. He also took
the lead in establishing the men’ s chorus
of the Chinese Armed Pglice Force. He
composed and arranged many chorus
works, recorded and published the “Glori-
ous Voice” series of male chorus albums,
and won the China Gold Record Award.
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Jiao now serves as Resident Conductor of
NCPA Chorus. She graduated from the
Conducting Department at China Conser-
vatory of Music, where she studied under
Professor WU Lingfen, a renowned Chi-
nese conductor, and received instructions
from Mr. Yan Liangkun, who is also a
renowned conductor. In 2014, Jiao invited
by the president of American Choral
Association for exchange and study in the
University of Southern California and Los
Angeles Opera House .

She has been a chorus conductor in more
than 50 Chinese and foreign operas pro-
duced by the NCPA, including Carmen, La
Traviata, Turandot, Rickshaw Boyi, The
Daughter of the Party, The Red Guards of
Honghu, and the Long March. She has
cooperated with famous conductorssuch
as Lorin Maazel, Yannick, Zheng Mingxun,
Lv Jia, Li Xincao, Yu Long, Zhang Guoy-
ong, etc.

As a professional choral conductor,Jiao
has accumulated a lot of interpretation,
performance experience in opera, sym-
phony chorus, art chorus and other choral
arts. She has completed Beethoven's
Ninth Symphony, Verdi Requiem, Yellow
River and other famous symphonic choral
works with the Philadelphia Orchestra of
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the United States, the Halley Symphony
QOrchestra of the United Kingdom and the
Orchestra of the NCPA.

Jiao has conducted the NCPA Chorus to
perform nearly a hundred special con-
certs, especially since the online concert
of the NCPA was launched, successively
conducted the Echoes of The Times, Ode
to the Party, Rhyme of Spring, The Epic
Journey, Glory And Dreams, etc. It has
selected and promoted a large number of
excellent chorus art works with the spirit
of the times, which has been praised both
inside and outside the industry.

She acted as the chorus conductor in a
series of important performances, Evening
Gala for the G20 Hangzhou Summit in
2016, The Gala "Millennial Road" for the
Belt and Road Forum for International
Cooperation, Celebrating the 70th Anni-
versary of the Founding of the People's
Republic of China - Music and Dance Epic
“Sons and Daughters of the Chinese
Nation” , and in the music recording of the
Opening Ceremony of the Beijing 2020
Winter Olympic Games, etc. And repeat-
edly conducted the choir to successfully
complete the foreign affairs reception per-
formance of heads of state.
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MENG Huan
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Meng graduated from the Conducting
Department at China Conservatory of
Music, where he studied under Professor
WU Lingfen. Now serves as Guest Con-
ductor of NCPA Chorus and teacher at Art
Faculty of Sun Yat-sen University .

Since 2012, he has begun to serve as assis-
tant conductor for LV Jia (NCPA' s Artistic
Director of Music and Opera Director) and
conductors CHEN Zuohuang and ZHANG
Guoyong in The Ballad of Canal, The Chi-
nese Orphan and Xishi created by NCPA.
He served as chorus conductor for Sun-
rise, Fang Zhimin and The Long March cre-
ated by NCPA. In recent years, he has
worked closely with China NCPA Chorus
for a series of concert performances
including "l and My Motherland”, “Roman-
tic Nights" and "NCPA Chinese and For-
eign Classic Opera Chorus” ; he served as
chorus conductor for large-scale coopera-
tive concerts including the “12 Chinese
Zodiac Signs” symphony chorus concert
for NCPA Chorus Festival in 2015 and the
“Eternal Monument” (the concert for com-
memorating the 80th Anniversary of the
Victory of the Long March) in 2016. Mean-
while, he took an active part in various
artistic education and outreach activities
of NCPA, conducted and interpreted a
number of weekend concerts, and partici-
pated in the "May Music Festival” charity
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show, “August Chorus Festival” Master
Lecture and NCPA's 100 Charity Shows.

He also serves as a guest conductor in
cooperation with other troupes for many
works. In 2009, he served as conductor
for Chamber Opera Good-bye Again Cam-
bridge, in 2010, he served as conductor for
the opera Song of Youth co-produced by
China National Opera & Dance Drama
Theatre and Academy of Opera, Peking
University for the Joint Performance of
Excellent Dramas organized by the Minis-
try of Culture. In 2012, he served as con-
ductor in the tour of "Yue Opera Master Li
Min® s Classic Works & Excerpts Touring
Concert” (held by Fujian Song and Dance
Theatre Orchestra) in Fujian Province and
Hangzhou. In 2014, he served as conduc-
tor in the premiere of original opera Diac-
chan created by Gansu Opera House.
Since 2015, he served as chorus conductor
in cooperation with Xi* an Concert Sym-
phony Orchestra for aperas Tosca.le
Nozze di Figaro, Turandot, Carmen, as well
as Beethoven's Ninth Symphony, Mahler's
Second Symphony “Die Auferstehung” ,
Semi-staged Opera Candide,lLeoc Nucci
solo concert in Xian. In 2023, he served as
conductor for concerts "Red Classics” and
"Tunes and Light" with the China National
Symphony Chorus.
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Dong Dai is the assistant conductor of the
National Center for the Performing Arts
Chorus. She graduated from the Conduct-
ing Department of the China Conservato-
ry of Music under the tutelage of Prof. Li
Xincao, President of the China Conserva-
tory of Music and a renowned conductor.
She is now studying for the doctoral
degree in opera conducting at the Con-
ducting Department of the China Conser-
vatory of Music.

Since she became the assistant conductor
of the NCPA Chorus, she has participated
in the rehearsals of many Chinese and
foreign operas and concerts produced by
the NCPA, and has been carefully instruct-
ed by many artists such as Li Xincao and
Lv Jia, and has gained valuable experience
in the rehearsals of operas and artistic
choral works. She has participated in
many international conducting master
classes, including Ulrich Windfuhr, Alexan-
der Polishchuk, Daniele Rosina, Mikhail
Golikov, etc., and has accumulated exten-
sive practical experience. 2023, she
planned and successfully conducted the
NCPA Chorus to perform the concert Mu-
sical Adventures.
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She actively participates in arts public
welfare activities, popularizing elegant arts
in schools and communities, and also
plays an active role in the NCPA Chorus
season planning and other artistic man-
agement.

During her school years, she served as
assistant conductor of the China Conser-
vatory of Music Youth Philharmonic
Orchestra, and successfully performed
with the China National Symphony
QOrchestra, China Conservatory of Music
Symphony Orchestra, Tianjin Symphony
Orchestra, and Gansu Opera House, etc.
She served as the assistant conductor of
the concert version of the opera Carmen,
and successfully rehearsed the opera La
Bohéme, The Wilderness, Tosca, the origi-
nal chamber opera Tulip, Dulcimer, the
symphonic works My Motherland, Red
Symphony, and other works, she held the
concert of A Different Kind of Classical in
2020, and held the concert of Fascinating
Encounterin 2024,
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EE*EU ﬁéﬂg A ERIAAE Head Chorister
= pitl=l[ RS Deputy Head Chorister
mg § . BE Vocal Part Leader
® I8 Assistant Vocal Part Leader
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Soprano WANG Shuting ., ZHAI Fengchao, YANG Liu, LI Yinxia

WANG Zhihua, ZHAO Xueting, GAO Xingwen, WANG Rongrong
ZHAQO Songting, FAN Rong, LI Shiting, CAl Xinying, YAN Meiyi
LI Danni, HUANG Yigiao, BAI Lufei

ZHAQO Jin ¢/, MA Min ®, ZHANG Yue, ZHOU Yugian, CUI Qian, WANG Qing
LIU Chaogun, GUO Xin, HAN Xue, DONG Jinglan, ZHANG Yulong, GENG Zijin
LIN Jig, LIN Jingwen, CHEN Jin, ZHANG Xi, LOU Yue, ZHOU Xin, GAl Yaowen
GU Zibei, WANG Caiyi, CHEN Dongxue, BAI Yutong, LOU Yihan, LIU Yuting
WANG Ziyang, HUANG Yue

106 EFABIRAMEH /2024FFRZFE CHINA NCPA CHORUS / 2024 SEASON EFRABIREEE CHINA NCPA CHORUS 107



ME&EZE VOICE OF HARMONY

BEEES

RPF A UMK OEMRE BHE £ R BEHE HKE FEE
Atk E o N B KiEE FaE KiHE HFE BMER
AR OEHE OBLE O OB AR KA

Tenor

LIANG Yufeng 4., CAO Ruidong ®, MAO Weizhao, YANG Guangmeng
CAIl Jun, TANG Mingyan, HOU Yongsheng, LI Tinglei, LIU Zhanlin
WANG Rui, LIU Yang, ZHANG Bo'ao, YU Gongze, ZHANG Shibo

XIAO Yuxing, WEI Huimin, LIU Guangkun, LI Zhengzheng, Xl Shiwei
XU Chao, SUN Feiyi, ZHANG Weilin
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Baritone & Bass

CHAI Jin 2, TONG Ziyang @, XU Da, SUN Weibo, CHEN Leij, LIU Meng
LIV ¥ing, YU Haotong, HUO Tunan, LIU Xingye, HU Jiuyang, LIU Dong
SHI Shuchao, LI Mengtao, YU Jin, YANG Xiao, WANG Zhihao

SHAOQO Jingkai, CHEN Jian, LIU Tengfei

f=f£% Rehearsal Pianist
R E LIU Xiaoxing
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CONCERT
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Date

14-15 30 3

6-7

6-7

9-10

BRa

Concert

A EEE ERARBRSBASSFE
Reunion under the Moonlight:
NCPA Chorus Concert
—5EFE ERABIRESERT R=

Love in a Life Time: NCPA Chorus Concert

EERES . oRSEEKEIRSERE
REALERERFRERS

Immersed in music with LU Jia:

Western Choral Classics with

LU Jia and NCPA Chorus

—E#E . ERARIRESEBEAE RS

A Song of New Words NCPA Chorus Concert

EPRITERARIRSEE —) L EVHEFRS
Back to Childhood Together:

NCPA Chorus Children's Day concert
BIEEE ERARREGBERESBESRS
Glittering Sound:

NCPA Chorus Male Chorus Concert

bl
FLESERARIREEE
RELIESHBEERT R
Strolling Through the Classics:

Selections from Classic French Operas
with LI Xincao and NCPA Chorus

HAZE RRFSERARIRSEAYRARRE R
The Window of the World:

World Folk Songs with WU Lingfen

and NCPA Chorus
ERMNE: B ESERARIRSEAS Rs

The Journey Like a Song:

Concert with ZHENG Jian and NCPA Chorus

ZREA . ERAEREEBE+ERFE RS

Time Leaves its Echo:
15th Anniversary Concert of the NCPA Chorus
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JIAO Miao
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MENG Huan

JIAO Miao
DONG Dai

Pt
JIAO Miao

FELE
LI Xincao

RRIT
WU Lingfen

ERijics
ZHENG Jian

bt
JIAO Miao
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A

OPERA
Bt ia) e
Date Opera
TEESRmT
25-28 Roméo et Juliette
Wisets
6-9 Minning Town
AARNREA
10-14 Der Fliegende Holldnder
BE#Es
=5 Un Ballo in maschera
AE
A5G The Long March
28-30
RIEIE
SYMPHONIC
CHORUS
BYia] pedl =] 1BiF
Date Symphonic Chorus Conductor
ERXAEIR20247FE T2 Sz
1 NCPA 2024 New Year's Concert LU Jia
JEHRASIE S5
1 Beijing Cantata LU Jia
S48 R BB SERARREZREA S4E5E
15-16 DA =M SHAO-CHIA LG
Mahler Symphony NO.3 with SHAO-CHIA LQ,
HUILING ZHU and NCPAO
EXAEIR2025FE F= S
31 NCPA 2025 New Year's Concert LU Jia
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El{<BhIE Assistant to Managing Director
g ZHANG Hao

SEETRES Principal Voice Instructor
T & WANG Lei

HHER Resident Conductor

= % JIAQ Miao

BhFRiEIR Assistant Conductor

= OE DONG Dai

RUHEER Performance Management
T F LI Jing

EULT LIU Shuonan

ke LIU Xinyi

= # GAO Xiang

REEE Chorus Stage Managers
T KANG Yaning

ER &R CHIU Weicheng

W YANG Nan

® 13 GONG Bo

FRERITHER

Season Executive Planning

) |  GAO Xiang

o1

Photographer

TR WANG Xiaojing

&b NIU Xiaobei

X A LIU Fang

= | GAO Shang

=M LING Feng

TEgH
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